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Redesign cuts footprint and saves
nearly $800,000
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and to complete the

out by the first week of June,
have a signed contract by July,
and have shovels in the ground
by August.
A few of the big designchanges include an outdoor
public space on the first floor, a
reduction of the storage space
in the attic, and a porch on the
west side of the building.
All in all, the new proposal
for the building does not utilize any other municipal reserves and will cost taxpayers
just over $5 million over the
next 20 years, once interest
and the FEMA reimbursement are accounted for, said
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DING A CHALLENGE

BRINGING BROADWAY TO BEACH

“You sit around in a
group like you’re in
your family’s living
room. You can cry,
you can scream
and... let your
frustrations out.”
BRUCE SUTPHEN
Point Pleasant

Cancer
Center
at risk
Lease expiring and
no new location
lined up yet
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POINT PLEASANT BEACH — At
the end of the month, local
cancer patients, survivors,
caregivers and family members will lose their safe haven
when the Cancer Concern
Center lease ends.
The center provides support for those diagnosed with
cancer and those with a loved
one with cancer and provides
a place free of judgement and
hospital affiliation where
they can gather.
On March 31, however, the
Cancer Concern Center will
lose the lease at its location
on Route 35 South, where the
center has been located since
1996.
“We were surprised. We
did not see this coming,” said
Heather Keefe, a member of
the center’s board of directors.
Ms. Keefe explained that
the landlords had every right
not to renew the $840-amonth lease and now the
center is dealing with finding
a space that will be comparable and financially feasible.
The Cancer Concern Center was founded by two local
breast cancer survivors, Jill
McDonough and Lori Jeffries.
The women wanted to
make the center small, warm,
welcoming and nothing like a
hospital.
The center raises $50,000 a
year through donations and
fundraisers. This pays for
support groups, nutritional
counseling, new wigs, and
day-to-day emotional assistance at no charge to local
residents with cancer.
“Certainly, if we could find
something that [costs] less,
that’s ideal,” said Ms. Keefe, a
member for 12 years.
Ms. Keefe said the center
is being optimistic about
finding a new place, but the
chances of being fully operational in April are slim.
“We are cautiously optimistic that we will find another location,” she said. “If

